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or modification of defense articles. 
This includes information in the form 
of blueprints, drawings, photographs, 
plans, instructions or documentation. 

(2) Classified information relating to 
defense articles and defense services on 
the U.S. Munitions List and 600-series 
items controlled by the Commerce 
Control List; 

(3) Information covered by an inven-
tion secrecy order; or 

(4) Software (see § 120.45(f)) directly 
related to defense articles. 

(b) The definition in paragraph (a) of 
this section does not include informa-
tion concerning general scientific, 
mathematical, or engineering prin-
ciples commonly taught in schools, 
colleges, and universities, or informa-
tion in the public domain as defined in 
§ 120.11 of this subchapter or telemetry 
data as defined in note 3 to Category 
XV(f) of part 121 of this subchapter. It 
also does not include basic marketing 
information on function or purpose or 
general system descriptions of defense 
articles. 

[58 FR 39283, July 22, 1993, as amended at 61 
FR 48831, Sept. 17, 1996; 71 FR 20537, Apr. 21, 
2006; 78 FR 22754, Apr. 16, 2013; 78 FR 61754, 
Oct. 3, 2013; 79 FR 61227, Oct. 10, 2014; 79 FR 
27185, May 13, 2014] 

§ 120.11 Public domain. 
(a) Public domain means information 

which is published and which is gen-
erally accessible or available to the 
public: 

(1) Through sales at newsstands and 
bookstores; 

(2) Through subscriptions which are 
available without restriction to any in-
dividual who desires to obtain or pur-
chase the published information; 

(3) Through second class mailing 
privileges granted by the U.S. Govern-
ment; 

(4) At libraries open to the public or 
from which the public can obtain docu-
ments; 

(5) Through patents available at any 
patent office; 

(6) Through unlimited distribution at 
a conference, meeting, seminar, trade 
show or exhibition, generally acces-
sible to the public, in the United 
States; 

(7) Through public release (i.e., un-
limited distribution) in any form (e.g., 

not necessarily in published form) after 
approval by the cognizant U.S. govern-
ment department or agency (see also 
§ 125.4(b)(13) of this subchapter); 

(8) Through fundamental research in 
science and engineering at accredited 
institutions of higher learning in the 
U.S. where the resulting information is 
ordinarily published and shared broad-
ly in the scientific community. Funda-
mental research is defined to mean 
basic and applied research in science 
and engineering where the resulting in-
formation is ordinarily published and 
shared broadly within the scientific 
community, as distinguished from re-
search the results of which are re-
stricted for proprietary reasons or spe-
cific U.S. Government access and dis-
semination controls. University re-
search will not be considered funda-
mental research if: 

(i) The University or its researchers 
accept other restrictions on publica-
tion of scientific and technical infor-
mation resulting from the project or 
activity, or 

(ii) The research is funded by the 
U.S. Government and specific access 
and dissemination controls protecting 
information resulting from the re-
search are applicable. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 120.12 Directorate of Defense Trade 
Controls. 

Directorate of Defense Trade Con-
trols, Bureau of Political-Military Af-
fairs, Department of State, Wash-
ington, DC 20522–0112. 

[71 FR 20537, Apr. 21, 2006] 

§ 120.13 United States. 

United States, when used in the geo-
graphical sense, includes the several 
states, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the insular possessions of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, any territory or 
possession of the United States, and 
any territory or possession over which 
the United States exercises any powers 
of administration, legislation, and ju-
risdiction. 
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